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Exam Water Quality 
Master Civil Engineering and Management 

 
 
Course code:   201800023 
Date:    October 31, 2022 
Location:  Therm 2 
Time:    13:45-16:45 (17:30 for students with right of extra time (25%)) 
Lecturer:   D.C.M. Augustijn 
 
 
 
Type exam: Closed book  
 
Appendix: Information sheet Water Quality 
 
 
Instructions:  

• This exam consists of five (5) questions. The total number of points that can be 
earned is 50 points. The number of points are indicated per question and sub 
question. A partly correct answer is awarded part of the allocated points. 

• Write the answers on the provided answer sheets. Write your name on each 
separate sheet. The blank pages in the middle can be used as scrap paper.  

• You have 3 hours for the entire exam. Plan your exam well. 

• This is a closed book exam, so you are not allowed to use any books or notes, 
except the information sheet which is handed out at the beginning of the exam. 

• You may use dictionaries (no digital versions).  

• You may use a (graphical) calculator. 

• Answer the questions in English (language errors are not lowering your grade). 

• In answering the questions, be concise and clear. 

• Hand in the answer sheets, information sheet and these questions, the scrap 
paper you can take home. 

 
Good Luck! 
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Exam Water Quality 
Master Civil Engineering and Management 

 
 
1. EU-Water Framework Directive (5) 

a. When should the goals of the EU-WFD ultimately be reached? (1) 
b. Is groundwater part of the EU-WFD? (1) 
c. What is meant by the  stand still principle? (1) 
d. Why are nutrients not priority pollutants? (2) 
 

3. Waste water treatment (13) 
a. Who is responsible for the waste water treatment in the Netherlands? (1) 
b. Why does a separated sewer system (rainwater separated from waste 

water) make a waste water treatment plant more efficient? (2) 
c. What are the two main steps in waste water treatment? (2) 
d. How is phosphate removed during the traditional treatment process? (2) 
When the phosphate concentration at the end of the treatment process is still 
too high, iron(III)chloride (FeCl3) could be added to precipitate the access 
phosphate as iron(III)phosphate (FePO4) according to the following reaction: 
 
FeCl3 + PO43- ←→  FePO4 + 3Cl- 
 
e. Assume a concentration of 0.5 mg/l of PO43- in the water at the end of the 

treatment process. How many grams of FeCl3 need to be added to 1 liter 
water to precipitate all phosphate? Assume FePO4 is insoluble and FeCl3 
is completely soluble. (3) 

f. Show that FePO4 indeed has a low solubility by calculating how much 
FePO4 can dissolve in 1 liter water under standard conditions. Use the 
following values for the Gibbs free energy: ∆Gf0(FePO4) = -1146.6 kJ/mol, 
∆Gf0(Fe3+) = -4.6 kJ/mol, ∆Gf0(PO43-) = -1018.8 kJ/mol. (3) 

 
2. Water quality data in a river (8) 

The figures below show the annual variations averaged over three decades 
[1990-1999 (blue lines), 2000-2009 (red lines) and 2010-2019 (green lines)] 
of four water quality parameters [pH, electrical conductivity (EC), oxygen and 
chloropyll-a] measured in the river Moselle at Palzem in Germany on the 
border with Luxemburg. The Moselle is a tributary of the Rhine originating in 
the Vosges, France. The discharge is measured just upstream of Palzem in 
Perl and shows data for one extra decade. (source: Franzaring, 2022) 
a. Explain the lower concentrations of oxygen in summer. (2) 
b. What does the electrical conductivity (EC) represent? (2) 
c. Explain the changes of EC over a year. (2) 
d. Explain the changes in pH related to the chlorophyll-a concentration. (2) 
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4. Denitrification in a pond (15) 
Assume an urban pond with no in- and outflow. The pond contains a certain 
amount of nitrate (NO3-).  
a. What could be the sources of nitrate in such a pond? (2) 
The water in the sediment is anaerobe and there the nitrate is denitrified.  
b. To what form of nitrogen is nitrate converted during the denitrification 
process? (1) 
The exchange of nitrate between the water in the pond (CP) and the water in 
the sediment (CS) can be described by a nonequilibrium process (with k1). The 
loss of nitrogen by the denitrification process can be described by a first-order 
decay rate (with k2). Assume no input of nitrate into the pond for this problem. 
The volume of the pond is VP and the volume of water in the sediment in which 
the denitrification takes place is VS.  
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c. Describe the change in CP as a function of time in a differential equation. (2) 
d. Describe the change in CS as a function of time in a differential equation. (2) 
Assume that the initial concentration of nitrate in the pond and sediment are in 
equilibrium and equal to C0. Draw the following answers in the same figure. 
Make sure the differences are clearly visible. 
e. Draw in a figure CP as a function of time. (2) 
f. Draw in the same figure CS as a function of time. (2) 
g. Draw in the same figure CP and CS when k1 → ∞. (2) 
h. Draw in the same figure CP and CS when k2 → 0. (2) 

 
 

5. Water quality standards (9) 
Arsenic (As) is a heavy metal that is used to treat wood to prevent it from 
rotting. The maximum permissible concentration (MPC) for arsenic in water is 
25 µg/L, the background concentration in water is 0.77 µg/L. The log K value 
for the adsorption coefficient to sediment is 3.82, with K in L/kg. The 
background concentration of arsenic in sediment is 29 mg/kg. 
a. Calculate the standards (MPC and NC) for Arsenic in sediment in mg/kg. (3) 
b. The log K value is based on standard sediment of 10% organic matter and 
25% clay. What if the sediment in a particular system contains less organic 
matter or clay, would the acceptable concentration in sediment be lower, the 
same or higher than calculated in a? Explain briefly why. (2) 
c. What is the difference in meaning of MPC and NC? (2) 
d. Give two reasons why species might be more sensitive to a certain 
contaminant in the field than in the lab? (2) 

 
 


